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Leprosy, the
forgotien
disease

® Dadirayi: A new creatlon in Christ

F you t.hought that leprosy one
of the most ancient diseases
known to man, no longer exist-

‘4 ed then you'd be astonished to
learn that it is currently a public

health problem in 15 of the world’s
poorest countries.

Leprosy is caused by a bacillus,
mycobacterium leprae, which attacks.
the nervous system. It is probably
spread through coughing and

~| sneezing. Owing to the age-old
myths, stigma and fear associated

with, the disease, many. people who

" catch leprosy try to hide any signs of

it. This delay can cause paralysis,
blindness, severe ulceration and
bone infection. Yet leprosy can be
cured with multidrug therapy
(MDT), which costs just £15 to
administer, in as little as six months.

Since MDT was introduced in
1982, over 11 million people have
been cured of the disease. Most of
these were treated before they
developed deformities and were
thus spared the stigma. However,
an unacceptable three to four mil-

It’s
gnnd

lion people
now suffer
from, or
are threat-
ened with,

The World Health Organisation has declared that leprosy is no

longer a public health problem but for people in some of the world S
poorest countries it remains a terrible threat. SIMON WATKINSON
explains why the work of The Leprosy Mission is still vital

permanent disability due to leprosy.

In 2001, over 760,000 new lep-
rosy cases were detected — about
90,000 of these had already been
disabled by the disease and 82,000
were children,

Yet in this same year, the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
declared that the disecase was no
longer a public health problem as a
prevalence rate of less than 1 per
10,000 had been attained, based
on the global population.

Since this calculation included
countries without any leprosy, it
did not reflect the true situation.
What's more, prevalence rates
recorded in several parts of norih-
east India where The Leprosy
Mission (TLM) has hospitals were
more than 20 times higher!

WHO's conclusion that a rate of
less than 1 per 10,000 would halt
transmission of the disease was a
false assumption, as MDT does not
stop the epidemic. Pockets of high
endemicity are consistently
encountered in countries like
Bangladesh and Sudan where the
disease is officially under control.

Whilst communities in Brazil,
India, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Myanmar and Nepal are still

unreached by effective leprosy ser-
vices, problems also arise in areas
where leprosy has seemingly been
brought under control. Here, as
limited resources are diverted to
more visible diseases, leprosy suf-
ferers are at greater risk of going
undetected until disability makes
the diagnosis more obvious. The
story of Phikiswa Ggobhoka, from
the Eastern Cape region of South
Africa, bears a pitiful testimony to
this sobering fact.

‘ Phikiswa is still only
23 years old, but
tragically resembles
an old woman

Whent Phikiswa first developed lep-
rous symptoms over two years ago at
the age of 21, she went to a local
witchdoctor and then visited several
local clinics. But none of these treat-
ments were beneficial. Her leprosy
was finally diagnosed after she
attended the dermatclogy depart-
ment of amain hospital where a stafl
member of TLM, Frikkie Naude, had
previously lectured,

Phikiswa is still only 23 years old,
but tragically resembles

an old woman. As show-

covers her face completely with a
blanket. She also stares at the floor to
avoid eye contact.

Because of her fragile, dejected
appearance and what people might
say about her, her immediate fami-
ly abandoned her, so her disabled
grandmother, who struggles to
care for herself and two other chil-
dren. took her in for a while, After
much persuasion, Frikkie persuad-
ed Phikiswa's elder sister to look
after her and she has promised not
to send her back to their grand-
mother. Treatment with steroids
will clear the nodules on Phikiswa'’s
face caused by leprosy reaction.
Her prayer to be well again and
accepted by her family and friends
may then be answered.

One of TLM's great sirengths is
its evangelical ministry. The life-
changing message of the Gospels is
the ultimate consolation for those
who have endured the most horrif-
ic suffering and lost everything.

Dadirayi Mhakayakora was born
in 1972 in a rural village near
Harare in Zimbabwe. Before finishing
school, she had enjoyed a happy
childhood. Then she moved away to
work as a house-cleaner in Rusape,
where she fellin love with a gardener.
They married and had a son, Tapiwa.

During her next pregnancy with
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APPEAL FOR PERSECUTED PAKISTANI CHRISTIANS

CLAAS is an interdenominational human rights organisation that works
on behalf of Christians who have no voice and are being toriured,
discrimination against and persaecuted because of their faith.

CLAAS provides free legal aid to the victims of religious intolerance,
charged under discriminatory laws and especially to those who
charged under Blasphemy law, which have only mandatory

death penalty.

CLAAS campaigns to repeal the blasphemy law, stop abduction and
forced conversion of women.

CLAAS provides shelter and finacial support to the victims and
families whose life are in danger, in hiding and are confined in jails
under false accusation.

CLAAS has a life saving track record and it is only possible because of

your support. If you like to know more about work, like to join us or
interested to sponsor victims and therir families please contact us:

a Centre for Legal Aid Assistance & Settlement
&lli P.O. Box 81, Southall, Middlesex, UB2 5YQ, England, UK
'8/ Phone: 07000 780 466 Fax: 020 8952 8998

E-mail: asint@lineone.net Web Site: www.clif.org.uk
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ing respect to older people
is a local custom, folk call

her ‘granny’. This is obvi-
ously very upsetting for
Phikiswa, who is
extremely shy and often

Catherine, she injured her left foot
and within days she was covered in
spots and had a foot ulcer, After
numerous visits to hospitals, her
utlcer healed but the rash remained.
Assuming she had Aids, her hus-
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Street work among the homeless
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