‘I took an actlve role in: the
‘student Christian movement'
“at Untversny, he added,
'remembermg with fondness his

role as: Sunday school teacher -

to chlldren With Ieprosy at:
_thhardson Dur;ng this tlme

he decided to devote hrs life’ to '_

: helplng 1eprosy affected people
-~ He was medtcal '
supenntendent at chhardson
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ey ‘Wor}nng vvrth an 1nternat10nal staff and adaptrng to
- different. cultures, he rephed It took me tvvo years to

doesn’t regard this transformation as his life’s biggest
achievement, but remembers with even greater
satisfaction his co-ordination of the building of a fifty
house resettlement village at Miraj, where slum
dwetlers with leprosy now live happily in a clean
envrronrnent

They en]oyr a far better lifestyle and the village
also has a church whlch is the nucleus of th1s place

: Dr Prabhakar enthused

‘He was a techmcal execuhve with TLM Indra -

' before beeormng dtrector of South East Asra in-
_ | 1994 Wlth alrnost 500 natlonals vvorkrng in.
' _Bangladesh and numerous projects in erght countnes :
o = around Singapore a busy fhght schedule accompanres :
: this’ role.’ R

% ‘Whenever vve plan new wo1k I ViSlt the place -

: once or tvvroe to ascertam the needs he said. Frequent

trrps are also made to Chlna grven the huge

' preventron of drsabrhty work in fourteen provrnces

Sadly, some leprosy sufferers are relocated to -

' vrllages far avvay from the cities, maklng re- 1ntegrat10n
_ 1nto the community harder still:

~‘In the near future we will set up prOJects in’

_ Chtnese leprosy vﬂlages as 1t s far better to help
o 'people Where they are, by 1mprov1ng thelr

accommodatton and hvrng standards he told rne
‘By. g1v1ng thetr chtldren a better education, the

' : youngsters can then mtegrate 1nto matnstream socrety
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He then told me that the fear and strgma of leprosy
had ‘reduced due to general education, but that. the :
eradication of leprosy would not be possrbte untrl ar-:
effective vaccine had been developed : '

‘So long as crowding and poverty exasts there wrll
be leprosy, he said, ‘but TLM will be there to bring
sufferers of this awful disease the wonderful
consolation of the love of Christ.’ &

Though Dr Prabhakar Samson retired from TLM in September
2002 and returned to India, he is still involved in work with
children affected by leprosy. As a keen cricket fan denied his
beloved sport on Singaporean television, he can now follow it
passionately. As do most of India!

Twelve year old Standwa Jama is from a remote
area of South Africa’s Eastern Cape Province
where survival is a continuous struggle. A TLM
Field Team diagnosed his
highly infectious
multibacillary leprosy three
years ago. Four more
members of his family were
also diagnosed with leprosy
and given MDT treatment.
Though they have been
spared the devastation of
leprosy, the deprivation and poverty of their
meagre existence remains. Please pray for this
family as they complete the healing process.

Leprosy is caused by a bacillus and probably
spread through coughing and sneezing,. It is most
common in the poorest countries of the world,
but can be completely cured with a combination
of tablets - multidrug
therapy (MDT),
which costs just £15
to administer. Over
11 million leprosy
sufferers have been
cured with MDT
since its introduction
in 1982, but well
over 600,000 new
cases are still being
detected each year. An unacceptable 3 to 4 million
people now suffer from, or are threatened with,
permanent disability due to leprosy. Unfelt
injuries to anaesthetic limbs lead to severe
ulceration, bone infection, disabilities and
deformities which both stigmatise and ostracise
the patient.

TLM is currently caring for over 200,000
leprosy sufferers through its hospitals and field
programmes worldwide.
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